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Several  typographical  errors  occur  in  this  Report,  as  the  Printer  misunder* 
standing  his  instructions,  threw  it  off  before  the  Writer  had  seen  the  revised 
proof.  The  principal  of  these  are  here  noted.  It  has  been  thought  unneces. 
sary  to  specify  some  errors  in  spelling. 

Page    2,  last  line  but  one  for  Minute  read  Report. 

Page    8,  line  29  for  Presbyterians  read  Presbyterianism. 

Page  12,  line  9  for  habit  read  habits. 

Page  15,  line  16  after  some  insert  extent. 

Page  15,  line  16  for  on  the  ministers  read  on  the  conduct  of  the  ministers. 

In  the  Cash  Statement  of  Corresponding  Secretary  since  Meeting  of  Sy- 
nod, last  page,  for  31.  3s  Od  collection  in  Sydney,  Nov.  23,  read  01.  3s  Od. 
Dele  collection  in  Gait  under  Feb.  5,  01.  10s  Od. 
For  051.  13s  lOd  as  amount  of  Dr.  Side  read  62/.  3s  lOd. 

On  the  Cr.  Side  instead  of  64/.  10s  4cZ  to  account  and  balance  read  351. 
12s  lid,  and  instead  of  91/  Is.  3d  as  the  entire  amount  read  621.  3s  lOd. 

Since  the  Report  went  to  press,  the  Writer  has  been  notified  of  the  fol. 
lowing  Contributions  : 

Collection  in  Niagara,  1834,  by  the  Rev.  R.  McGill, £10  12  10£ 

Donation  by ditto 0     4     3£ 

Amount  of  Subscriptions  by  Edward  M.  Stewart,  Esquire, 

Grand  River, 3     0     0 


PREFACE. 

This  Report  has  been  drawn  up  in  conformity  with  instructions 
given  by  the  Synod  at  the  Meeting  held  in  October  last.  It  was 
written  during  Missionary  journeyings :  and,  when  it  was  commen- 
ced, the  writer  expected  to  have  been  furnished  with  accounts  of  the 
Missions  which  have  boon  conducted  in  the  Lower  Province,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Presbytery  of  Quebec  ;  in  this,  however,  he 
has  been  disappointed.  These  circumstances  may  account  for  some 
of  the  defects  of  the  Report;  while  it  did  not  seem  that  they  could 
justify  a  longer  delay  in  the  publication  of  it. 

The  labours  of  several  Missionaries  from  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land,  who  have  recently  arrived  in  the  Upper  Province,  are  not  no- 
ticed  in  this  Report ;  as  the  writer  has  not  been  furnished  with  any 
accounts  of  their  labours  :  and  some  of  them  have  not  been  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Synod's  Mission  Committee.  It  may, 
however,  just  be  mentioned  here,  that  the  Rev.  Donald  McKenzie 
who  had  been  ordained  by  appointment  of  the  Synod  of  Ross,  and 
sent  forth  at  the  charge  of  that  venerable  body,  has  been  labouring 
for  several  months  amongst  the  Gaelic  population  of  the  London  Dis- 
trict, and  that  he  has  recently  accepted  a  call  to  settle  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Zorra  :— that  Mr.  Win.  McKillican,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel, 
who  was  commissioned  hither  as  a  Missionary,  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Nairn,  laboured  for  a  short  time  in  the  County  of  Glengarry  under 
the  direction  of  the  Presbytery  there  ;  and  that  in  the  course  of  next 
month,  he  is  to  be  ordained  over  a  congregation  in  W.  Gvvillimbury  : 
— that  Mr.  Alexander,  a  Missionary  from  the  Glasgow  Society,  was 
almost  immediately  after  his  entering  the  Province,  called  to  the 
Pastoral  Charge  of  the  Church  in  Cobourg,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
the  late  lamented  Matthew  Miller  :— and,  that  the  Rev.  John  Bayne, 
a  Missionary  from  the  same  Society,  has  been  engaged  to  preach 
in  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Toronto,  until  the  return  of  Mr.  Leach. 

The  writer  would  have  been  happy  to  have  submitted  this  Re- 
port to  the  Mission  Committee  for  their  revision :  but,  as  an  early 
Meeting  could  not  be  obtained  ;  he  read  it  to  the  Presbytery  of  To- 
ronto at  their  Meeting  in  Hamilton  on  the  4th  instant.  The  Pres- 
bytery then  passed  a  resolution  respecting  it  of  the  following  tenor  : 

"The  Presbytery  having  heard  read  a  Report  on  the  Missions  of  the  Sy- 
nod, by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  highly  approved  of  the  same  ;  and  with 
a  view  01  marking  this  their  approbation,  and  of  calling  attention  to  the  sug. 
gestions  contained  m  said  Report  respecting  a  Deputation  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  need  of  encreased  exertions  in 
the  sending  forth  Missionaries  to  this  Province,  and  supporting  them  ;— the 
M?nute^y  mStrUCt  th8  Se°retary  t0  append  t0  the  Minute  an  Extract  rf  this 

«.     ,    .„     „.  e  ,    ,0  WILLIAM  RINTOUL. 

Streeisvillc,  February  6th,  1835. 


R  E  P  ORT. 


The  obligations  on  the  Christian  Church  to  Missionary-  exer- 
tions are  as  permanent,  as  is  the  Spiritual  destitution  of  any  of  the 
tribes  of  man.  The  command  of  the  Saviour  requires  his  people 
to  carry,  or  send  the  glad  tidings  of  Salvation  to  every  creature, 
who  is  a  stranger  to  them  :  and  they  who  happily  know  the  Saviour, 
and  obey  this  command,  are  impelled  onwards  in  their  labours  to 
spread  abroad  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  by  other  powerful  mo- 
tives, such  as  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  compassion  for  the 
woes  of  a  lost  world.  The  amount  of  zeal  in  a  Church  for  Mis- 
sionary enterprise,  is  thus,  one  proper  indication  of  its  purity  and 
vitality.  To  the  excitement  and  right  direction  of  a  Missionary 
spirit,  it  is  obviously  required,  that  the  members  of  a  Church  should 
be  well  informed  of  the  spiritual  wants  of  any  of  their  fellowmen, 
of  the  results  of  exertions  for  their  evangelization  that  may  have 
been  made,  as  well  as  of  the  prospects  for  the  further  prosecution 
of  this  object,  that  may  from  time  to  time  be  opened  up.  The  Sy- 
nod of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Canada  has  thus  thought  good, 
to  order  the  publication  of  a  short  statement  of  the  Missionary  op- 
erations which  have  been  conducted  under  its  superintendency  in 
the  two  Provinces,  and  of  the  necessity  that  exists  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Missions  on  a  more  extended  scale.  This  statement,  drawn 
up  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary  for  Missions,  is  founded  on  the 
reports  of  Missionaries,  which  he  has  received,  and  on  observa- 
tions made  by  himself  in  Missionary  visits  to  different  parts  of  the 
Province. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  The  Glasgow  Society  for  promo- 
ting the  Religious  interests  of  the  Scottish  settlers  in 
British  North  America,  sent  forth  into  these  Provinces  nine 
Missionaries  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Synod,  or  its  Com- 
mittee.* Of  these,  Mr.  Stark  came  out  at  his  own  charges  ;  Messrs. 
Gordon  and  Leach  to  be  supported  by  the  Synod  ;  while  the  others 
had  a  salary  for  one  year  secured  to  them  by  the  Glasgow  Society. 
Mr.  Stark  was  soon  called  and  ordained  to  the  Pastoral  Charge  of 
the  Congregations  in  Ancaster  and  Duadas,  from  which,  the  Rev. 
George  Sheed  had  been  removed  by  death. 

Mr.  Romanes  preached  in  several  places  in  the  Home  and 
Gore  Districts,  and  afterwards  made  an  extensive  tour  through  the 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Missionaries  referred  to 


Reverend  Mark  Y.  Stark, 

"         George  Romanes,   A.  M. 
"         John  Fairbairn, 
"         John  M.  Roger,  A.  M. 
"         Angus  Mackintosh, 


Reverend  Duncan  Macaulay,  A.M. 
Walter  Roach, 
Henry  Gordon, 
William  T.  Leach. 
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London  and  Western  Districts,  wherever  congregations  could  be 
assembled.  Some  of  the  places  where  he  preached,  had  never  been 
visited  by  a  Minister  of  our  Church,  and  are  rarely  visited  by  Mi- 
nisters of  any  other  Denomination.  And  the  effect  of  his  tour,  as 
will  always  be  the  case  when  a  Missionary  traverses  an  extensive 
territory,  was  to  excite  rather  than  satisfy  a  thirst  for  the  word  and 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

He  gives  the  following  account  of  the  Township  of  Zorra  : — 

"  This  Township  is  entirely  settled  by  Highlanders,  chiefly  from  Suther- 
land. They  are  mostly  serious  and  well-disposed  people,  accustomed  to  regu- 
lar attendance  on  public  ordinances,  and  very  desirous  of  having  a  Clergy- 
man among  them.  They  have  built  a  large  log  house  for  a  Church,  where 
they  hold  meetings  every  Sabbath  for  prayer,  praise,  and  reading  devotional 
books;  the  services  being  conducted  by  those  who  were  Elders  of  the  Church 
in  Scotland.  This  is  a  very  interesting  and  important  settlement.  On  Sun- 
day July  21,  I  preached  at  Zorra.  The  house  was  crowded  to  excess,  and  ma- 
ny stood  without  at  the  door  and  windows.  We  had  one  meeting  with  two 
discourses.  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  congregation. 
The  day  was  excessively  warm  ;  the  thermometer  nearly  100  °  in  the  shade. 
Of  course  a  Gslic  Preacher  would  be  required  here." 

Mr.  Romanes  preached  in  the  town  ofGoderich,  to  a  very  nu- 
merous assembly.  The  following  account  of  his  visit  to  another 
new  settlement,  will  not  be  deemed  uninteresting : 

"  August  26th. — Left  Goderich  on  my  return  to  London.  Having  learn- 
ed that  there  was  a  new  Scots  settlement  in  the  township  of  Williams,  I  re- 
solved to  visit  it.  Tins  township  lies  in  the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  Huron 
Tract.  After  penetrating  through  the  wildest  country  I  had  ever  seen,  with- 
out roads  or  bridges,  arrived  at  Mr.  Mcintosh's  on  Friday  29th.  The  settlers 
here  are  mostly  from  the  Highland*.  The  township  began  to  be  settled  only 
two  years  ago,  and  is  therefore  in  a  very  uncultivated  state,  but  from  the 
goodness  of  the  land  and  other  advantages  will  settle  fust. 

"Sunday,  ^cv>i.  1st. — Preached  in  a  private  house,  there  being  as  yet  no 
public  buildings  in  the  township.  Attendance  good.  They  were  all  happy 
to  see  a  preacher  f'-om  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to  which  they  are  warmly 
attached.  Several  funilies  underdstand  no  English  ;  others  imperfectly,  A 
Gaelic  minister  would  be  required  here." 

Before  Mr.  Romanes  left  the  settlement,   a  paper  was  signed 

by  17  heads  of  families,  "expressing  their  desire  that  a  church 

should  be  formed  in  the  township,  in  connexion  with  the  Synod  of 

the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada,  and  a  committee  was  appointed! 

to  adopt  rneasur  s  for  building  a   place  of  worship,  and  procuring 

a  minister  as  soon  as* practicable."     The  fatigue  and  exposure  to 

the  weather  which  Mr.  Romanes  underwent  in   this  tour,  brought 

on  an  attack  of  Fever  and  Ague.     In  his  Journal  he  thus  writes  : 

"Here,  (Port.  Stanley,  Sep.  10.)  I  began  to  feel  the  first  symptoms  of  tho 
disease  of  the  country,  fever  and  ague,  but  was  unwilling^  to  believe  it.  I  gave 
notice  of  sermon  on  Sabbath  ;  and  en  Sunday  15th,  although  unwell,  preach- 
ed in  a  school-house  in  toe  township  of  Southwold,  about  three  miles  from 
Port  Stanley.  Congregation  very  good.  The  people  here  employ  a  Presby- 
terian preacher  (not  n.  r^gularlv  educated  one)  to  preach  every  third  Sabbath. 
Monday  felt  more  decisive  symptoms,  of  ague,  which   continued   the   wholo 


week.  Removed  to  a  more  healthy  situation  farther  from  the  Lake  and  creek. 
Ague  very  prevalent  in  this  quarter  at  present.  It  is  in  almost  every  family. 
Found  the  people  very  kind  and  attentive.  Sunday,  Sept.  2:2.— Felt  unable 
to  preach  or  to  go  out.  During  this  week  began  to  get  better,  ;md  had  hopea 
of  being  able  to  preach  on  Sabbath.  Sunday  29th  -Still  unfit  for  preaching, 
fever  occurring  every  day.  Being  unwilling  that  the  Sabbath  should  be  whol- 
ly unoccupied,  I  invited  the  neighboring  families  to  attend  a  meeting  for 
reading  the  scriptures  and  prayer  ;  which  was  vory  pleasant  to  all  of  us." 

After  partially  recovering  from  this  disease,  Mr.  Romanes  was 
proceeding  to  the  Eastern  and  Ottawa  Districts,  where  the  com- 
mittee had  appointed  him  to  labour  two  months  ;  when  he  received 
a  call  to  settle  in  the  village  of  Smiths'  Falls,  on  the  Rideau  Canal. 
Here  he  was  ordained  by  the  Presbjtery  of  Bathurst,  and  now  ex- 
ercises his  ministry. 

Mr.  Fairbairn  was  stationed  for  the  first  two  months  of  his 
missionary  service,  in  the  Bathurst  and  Johnstown  Districts.  Du- 
ring this  time,  he  received  a  call  from  a  congregation  in  the  town- 
ship of  Ramsay,  and  he  was  afterwards  ordained  to  it,  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Bathurst. 

Mr.  Roger,  in  like  manner,  was  settled  in  the  town  of  Peter- 
borough, in  the  Newcastle  District,  having  been  called  by  a  congre- 
gation there,  before  he  had  entered  on  the  second  circuit  allotted 
for  him  by  the  Missionary  Committee. 

Messrs.  McAulay  and  Roach  had  been  stationed  in  the  Lower 
Province,  and  were  soon  called  to  settle,  the  former  in  Leeds,  the 
latter  in  Beauharnois. 

Mr.  Mackintosh  alone,  of  the  Preachers  sent  out  by  the  Glas- 
gow Society,  remains  without  a  charge.  His  labours  have  been 
chiefly  confined  to  the  Niagara  District,  though  he  has  also  travel- 
led extensively  in  the  Home  and  Gore  Districts.  Some  of  the 
townships  in  which  he  preached,  had  been  rarely  visited  by  minis- 
ters of  the  Gospel,  and,  in  these  especially,  his  preaching  was 
received  with  affectionate  earnestness.  The  following  paragraph 
in  a  short  Report,  drawn  up  by  him  for  the  Synod,  contains  a  re- 
cord of  a  fortnights  labours : — 

"Continued  on  the  north  of  Lake  Simcoe  for  a  fortnight,  and  was  indu- 
ced to  preach  daily,  from  the  great  destitution  and  desire  of  ministration  that 
was  manifested.  The  Scots  settlement  in  the  township  of  Oro  was  peculiar- 
ly interesting.  Ever  since  Mr.  Carruthers,  the  Catechist  visited  it  last  year, 
the  people  had  been  expressing  anxiety  to  enjoy  Gospel  ministrations.  Sel- 
dom have  I  seen  a  more  attentive  and  serious  audience  than  on  the  two  occa- 
sions on  which  I  preached  to  them.  Almost  every  individual  had  a  Bible, 
(a  rare  spectacle  in  this  country)  they  appeared  to  join  in  the  praises  of  God 
with  great  devotional  feeling,  and  to  listen  with  great  interest.  On  the  last 
occasion  of  my  preaching  almost  the  whole  of  the  people  came  forward,  and 
shook  hands  with  me.  The  people  in  general,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  seem 
desirous  of  a  Gospel  ministry.  Was  almost  every  where  met  with  anxious 
inquiries  as  to  the  time  of  my  return,  and  invariably  treated  with  great 
kindness." 
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Mr.  Mackintosh  laboured  tor  more  than  a  year,  supported  by 
the  gratuity  given  him,  in  common  with  the  other  Missionaries  bv 
the  Glasgow  Society.  He  has  recently  made  a  tender  cf  his  ser- 
vices, for  a  short  period,  to  the  Mission  Committee,  which  has  been 
accepted;  and  his  stations  have  been  prescribed  to  him  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Toronto,  in  conjunction  with  the  writer  of  this  Report. 

Messrs.  Gordon  and  Leach  were  the  Missionaries  whom  the 
Synods  Mission  Committee  engaged  to  support.  The  former,  after 
a  missionary  service  of  three  months,  in  the  Home  District,  was 
called  to  the  charge  of  congregations  in  the  townships  of  Whit- 
church and  King.  The  following  quotation  from  his  journal,  des- 
criptive of  the  spiritual  condition  of  a  part  of  the  country  which 
he  visited,  may  not  be  uninteresting  : 

" preached  at ,  to  about  200  people,  I  should  suppose,  and    felt 

the  contrast  between  the  calm  and  solemn  stillness  of  Church  deportment  of 
a  Scottish  or  English  congregation,  and  the  bustling  disorderly  conduct  of  a 

audience,  not  a  little  striking  and  painful.     During   the  ensuing  week 

my  friend,  Mr.  Leach,  and  myselt  made  it  our  business  to  examine  as  narrow- 
ly as  we  could  into  the  religious  statistics  of  this  part  of  tha  country,  remark- 
able for  the  richness  of  the  land,  the  number  of  independent  agriculturists, 
and,  comparatively  with  most  parts  of  the  Province,  denseness  of  the  popula- 
tion. The  population  in  two  contiguous  townships,  for  example,  amounts  to 
3,500  souls.  There  is  not,  however,  another  part  of  the  Province  whero 
there  is  a  more  motley  variety  of  religious  opinions  and  sects,  or  where  tho 
number  of  Presbyterians  bears  a  smaller  proportion  to  the  other  religious  de- 
nominations, consisting  of  Methodists,  Quakers,  Tunkers,  Free-thinkers,  and 
Christians,  who  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  are  on  the  decline.  Although  tho 
Presbyterians  are  but  thinly  scattered,  there  are  a  few  very  warmly  attached 
to  the  Church  of  Scotland — a  few,  equally  attached  to  Presbyterians,  having 
been  bred  up  in  the  States,  and  from  there  being  a  considerable  number  un- 
connected with  any  particular  church,  who  are  in  general  ready  to  hear  ser- 
mons from  any  one,  there  are  few  places  where  it  is  easier  to  collect  a  nu- 
merous audience.  We  found  that  several  movements  had  been  made  to  have 
a  Presbyterian  minister  settled  in  these  parts  ;  but  tho  offered  provision  has  al- 
ways been  inadequate." 

Mr.  Leach's  Missionary  service  continued  only  six  months. 
In  the  middle  of  April  last,  he  was  constrained  by  infirm  health  to 
retire  from  active  employment :  and  until  the  end  of  September  he 
resided  chiefly  in  Newmarket,  with  the  brother  with  whom  he  had 
associated  himself  as  a  Missionary  to  this  Province.  Before  return- 
ing to  his  native  land,  whither  the  hope  of  recruiting  his  health,  has 
induced  him  to  repair  :  he  received  a  call  from  the  Congregation  of 
St.  Andrew's  Church,  Toronto.  And  may  the  Chief  Shepherd, 
whose  it  is  to  order  all  that  pertains  to  His  servants,  restore  him  to 
the  Province  with  recruited  strength,  and  make  him  an  abundant 
blessing  to  the  Church  therein.  We  subjoin  a  few  extracts  from 
his  journal. 

"Nov.  24th. ---In there  are  two  settlements,  which  in  no  long  time 

will  without  doubt  bo  able  to  support  two  ministers.  Tho  one  consists  of  High- 
landers chiefly,  and  of  some  others  from  tho  south  of  Scotland.  Before  visit- 
ing this  settlement,  I  had  been  given  to  undorrtand,  that  preaching  in  the  CJ»-« 


lie  languaga  trts  not  hdd  to  h*  an  indisptnsabla  qualificalion  of  ajiy  minister 
whom  they  might  bo  pleased  to  call,  but  learned  afterwards  from  some  of  tho 
most  active  individuals  of  the  place,  that  oat  of  forty  families  thcro  were  uot 
ten,  who  could  understand  a  sermon  in  English  :  however,  a  considerable  num- 
ber attended  service,  but  I  had  it  deeply  to  regret,  that  I  had  no  ability  to  ad- 
dress them  in  their  own  language,  which  seems  to  them  now  a  more  admira- 
ble and  friendly  language  than  ever.  "  What  is  the  reason"  is  a  question  that 
has  repeatedly  been  pressed  upon  me,  "  What  is  the  reason  that  so  few  of  tho 
young  preachers  from  the  Highlands  come  out  here  ?— aro  there  so  few  of 
them?"  The  other  settlement,  about  9  miles  northward  is  composed  for  tho 
greater  part  of  Presbyterians  from  Ireland,  and  tho  south  of  Scotland.  They 
urn  as  yet  but  thinly  settled,  and  more  in  the  bush  than  any  I  have  yet  visited  ; 
diligent,  however,  and  prospering  accordingly,  they  are  likely  to  constitute  a 
flourishing  and  important  society.  "  It  is  not  for  ourselves"  said  some  of  them 
"  that  we  so  much  desire  a  wattled  minister  among  us,  but  here  arc  our  families 
in  the  wilderness,  it  is  for  them."  These  two  settlements  together  might  sup- 
port a  minister,  and  indeed  hire  already  expressed  their  perfect  willingness  to 
do  so.  I  know  no  place  in  the  Province  where  his  services  would  bo  mora 
highly  esteemed.  He  would  have  a  moderate  maintenance,  abundant  labour, 
many  deprivations,  and  might  be  greatly  useful.  I  was  told  that  a  minister 
preaching  every  other  Sabbath  at  thefe  stations,  and  occasionally  in  an  adja- 
cent township  would  have  an  allowance  of  £70  per  annum,  say  jCoO."* 

13th  December,  proceeded  to  visit  certain  townships  on  the  nor- 
thern side  of  the  Rice  Lake.  .  Here  a  large  and  unexpected  field  for  Missiona- 
ry work  unfolded  itself.  Out  of  OLtonabec  and  Asphodel  particularly,  and 
Hummer,  two  very  respectable  congregations  may  be  formed,  capable  of  be- 
ing united  under  one  minister.  The  interval  no  doubt,  would  render  consider- 
able length  of  rides  necessary,  or  oblige  the  pastor  to  visit  each  station  every 
second  Sabbath,  and  in  either  case  he  would  be  subjected  to  some  inconveni- 
ence and  exposuro ;  but,  there  aro  circumstances  which  render  these  town- 
ships peculiarly  interesting,  and  worthy  of  no  small  sacrifice.  They  are  not 
so  much  infected  with  the  general  vices  ;  they  preserve  their  ancient  manners, 
and  their  regard  for  the  services  and  institutions  of  religion,  as  administered  by 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  They  are  laborious  and  prosperous,  respectful  and 
respectable.  I  know  no  better  field  for  the  labours  of  a  christian  minister  who 
loves  to  work  for  the  work's  sake,  £50  at  least  could  be  raised  yearly  for  his 
support,  and,  though  this  doubtless  is  a  small  enough  allowance,  yet,  consid- 
ering how  difficult  it  is  in  this  rather  remote  quarter,  to  convert  the  produce 
of  the  soil  into  money,  I  know  not  how  much  more  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected. How  long  a  regard  for  religion  may  probably  continue  in  a  society 
of  this  kind,  where  the  services  of  religion  arc  not  at  all  or  contortedly  per- 
formed, i3  a  question  which  every  one  who  has  observed  the  rapidity  of  chango 
which  the  condition  of  men  undergoes  in  this  country,  may  answer  for  him- 
self, little  as  I  apprehend  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  benevolence." 

Mr.  Robert  Duncan,  a  Probationer,  who  of  his  own  accord 
came  into  the  Province  last  year,  bearing  a  certificate  from  tho 
Presbytery  of  Mull,  was  emplaycd  a3  a  Missionary  for  several 
months.  He  travelled  through  a  considerable  part  of  the  Newcastle 
District,  and  some  of  the  remotest  parts  of  the  Home  District.  His 
connexion  with  the  Committee  ceased  on  his  own  resignation  of 
his  office.     We  subjoin  a  few  extracts  from  his  journal. 

Sabbath,  July  6th. ---Preached  in  tho  Scotch  Settlement to  about  50 

people. — Tuesday  8th,  preached  to  the  same  people.     Although  we  observed 

*  Mr.  Leacia  »e&Bs  this  would  be  the  auburn  of  tie  people's  nibstription  for  a  Minister 
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Wfew  of  these  people  particularly  attentive,  yet  we  observed  many  inatten- 
tive and  restless  during-  the  sermons.  This  procedure  hurt  me  much,  but  I 
was  afterwards  led  to  ascribe  it  in  some  measure,  to  the  people's  not  being 
able  to  understand  an  English  discourse.  I  know  that  many  of  the  Highland, 
ers  can  converse  in  English,  and  yet  cannot  follow  an  English  discourse. 
We  wish  they  had  a  godly  minister  to  preach  to  them  in  their  own  language, 
for  they  can  be  aroused  only  by  the  blasts  of  the  Gospel  Gaelic  trump." 

Speaking  of  his  preaching  at  one  station  against  some  prevail- 
ing errors,  he  thus  writes,  "  The  discourse  seemed  productive  of 
good  effect,  tears  flowed  from  some  in  abundance  ;  and  one  man 
told  me  that  I  succeeded  in  dislodging  him  from  false  views,  and  in 
showing  him  that  were  he  called  now  to  judgment,  there  would  be 
nothing  for  him  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indigna- 
tion. I  recommended  the  Saviour  to  him  according  to  the  best  of  my 
abilities,  as  being  both  able  and  willing  to  save  all  who  came  unto  Him 
in  sincerity  and  truth.  During  the  week  I  travelled  through  the 
whole  of  Oro,  from  the  Penetanguishene  Road  to  the  Narrows  of 
Lake  Simcoe,  and  made  four  appointments  to  preach  on  my  re- 
turn, which  I  fulfilled  with  much  exertion  during  the  same  week. 
In  one  place  I  had  about  50  hearers,  but  I  had  not  above  that  num- 
ber in  the  other  three  places.  The  people  in  all  these  places  were 
very  thankful,  and  requested  me  to  come  back  as  soon  as  I  could. 
They  are  anxious  to  get  a  minister,  but  as  the  most  of  them  are 
only  new  settlers,  I  do  not  think  they  could  give  above  £25  cur- 
rency for  his  support.  They  might  be  able  in  two  years  to  give 
the  double  of  that  sum  ;  they  are  an  interesting  people,  and  I  should 
be  exceedingly  happy  could  any  thing  be  done  for  them." 

The  writer  of  this  report  has  visited  the  greater  number  of 
the  Missionary  Stations,  and  while  he  has  had  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  statements  of  the  Missionaries,  respecting  the  spiritu- 
al destitution  of  the  Province,  he  has  had  his  own  impressions 
of  the  extent  of  that  destitution  deepened,  and  has  been  convinced 
of  the  need  of  greatly  enlarged  exertions  to  relieve  it,  if  our 
Church  would  occupy  the  important  field  which  now  lies  open  be- 
fore her,  and  discharge  the  high  duty  which  she  owes  to  her  di- 
vine Lord,  and  to  the  community  that  cherishes  a  favorable  regard 
towards  her. 

It  would  be  easy  to  enumerate  sixteen  or  eighteen  stations 
where  ministers  of  our  Church  are  now  sought  for,  and  which  in 
general  are  as  important  from  their  population,  and  other  circum- 
stances, as  those  places  where  ministers  are  already  settled.  Few, 
if  any,  of  these  stations  could  at  present  support  a  minister  without 
assistance  from  Government  or  other  quarters.  For  in  new  settle- 
ments, as  is  well  known,  people  can  with  difficulty  support  them- 
selves ;  and  in  the  older  ones  wealth  is  not  found  so  much  in  the 
form  of  capital  as  in  the  less  transferable  elements  of  stock  and 
agricultural  produce,  and  then,  in  not  a  few  of  such  settlements, 
from  the  mere  want  of -the   stated  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  their 


n 

desire  for  it  and  their  willingness  to  maintain  it  have  not  kept  pace 
with  their  ability  to  do  so.*  To  say  nothing  of  another  great  hin- 
derance  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Gospel — the  diversity  of  religi- 
ous views  which  prevail  amongst  the  people. 

Is  it  necessary  here  to  dwell  on  the  evils  which  result  to  a  com- 
munity from  the  want  of  the  public  ministration  of  Divine  Truth? 
They  who  consider  that  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  is  the  principal 
means  which  God  in  His  wisdom  and  love  has  instituted  for  commu- 
nicating and  sustaining  personal  and  public  piety  and  virtue,  will 
look  for  ignorance  error,  and  vice  in  a  community,  in  proportion  to 
the  want  of  this  means.  For  it  is  too  true  that  what  are  called 
the  private  means  of  grace  are  rarely  prized  in  those  circumstan- 
ces in  which  they  are  most  precious.  The  want  of  a  public  min- 
istry being  seldom  supplemented  by  a  diligent  application  to  the 
exercises  of  secret  and  family  worship. 

Hence,  spiritual  indifference  characterises  many  of  our  set- 
tlers who  had  once,  in  other  circumstances,  professed  to  regard  tho 
Kingdom  of  God  as  the  pearl  of  great  price.  Hence,  covetousness 
or  the  love  of  the  world  is  seen  to  be  the  engrossing  passion  of  al- 
most all.  Hence,  too,  in  some  parts  of  the  Province,  profane 
swearing  in  the  most  offensive  forms  prevails.  Every  Missionary 
who  has  casually  sojourned  in  taverns,  will  probably  attest  that  he 
has  in  more  instances  been  shocked  with  the  horrid  cursing  and 
swearing  which  his  ear  has  caught  coming  from  the  bar-room,  than 
with  the  indications  of  drunkenness  which  his  eye  has  seen.  Sab- 
bath-breaking, too,  is  often  seen  in  the  most  daring  and  obtrusive 
forms.  These  vices  can  rarely  stand  out  against  rebuke  ;  and  the 
fact  that  they  find  a  tolerance,  from  those  who  are  not  themselves 
guilty  of  them,  is  itself  an  unfavorable  sign  of  the  spiritual  condi- 
tion of  the  community. 

In  a  few  parts  of  the  Province,  Infidelity  presents  a  naked 
front ;  while  in  many  more  the  appetency  of  our  nature  for  religion, 
is  fed  with  the  delusions  of  the  Man  of  Sin,  and  the  fatal  errors  of 
Socinianism. 

But  one  of  the  most  unfavorable  moral  aspects  of  the  Province, 
is  presented  in  the  condition  of  the  young :  for  the  neglect  of  their 
spiritual  culture  may  be  the  ruin  not  of  one,  but  of  many  genera- 
tions. The  means  of  a  common  education  are  yet  very  defective ; 
and  parents  do  not  in  general,  fully  avail  themselves  of  these  for 
their  children,  as  the  high  price  of  labour  tempts  to  the  employ- 
ment of  children  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  natural  soil,  when 
their  own  minds  should  be  under  culture  for  the  harvests  of  after 
life. 


*  It  may  here  be  noticed,  that  the  ministers  of  almost  all  denomination* 
in  the  Province  receive  assistance  from  some  source  or  other  besides  the  con- 
tributions of  their  flocks,  as  from  Government  aid,  religious  socief-    -     "" 
secular  employments  of  ministers  thernseLsci**- 


The  vrant  of  an  efficient  ministration  of  the  Gospel  cannot  but 
be  injurious,  even  to  those  settlers,  whose  moral  and  religious  ha- 
bits are  based  in  a  scriptural  piety  ;  but  these  habits  may  be  main- 
tained even  under  the  privation  of  those  means  by  which  they  had 
at  first  been  formed,  and  afterwards  long  fostered,  just  as  the  life's 
blood  of  the  body  may  continue  to  circulate  throughout  it,  when, 
for  the  sake  of  remedying  disease,  some  one  of  its  principal 
ducts  has  been  stopped  :  but  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected,  that  the 
young  should  be  trained  up  in  the  habit  of  scriptural  piety,  when 
they  are  rarely  if  at  all  plieo"  with  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel, 
and  when  for  the  want  of  these  the  tone  of  personal  and  family  re- 
ligion throughout  their  neighbourhoods,  is  utterly  relaxed. 

The  condition  of  the  fragments  of  the  native  population  of  the 
Province  should  not  be  overlooked,  in  an  estimate  of  the   circum- 
stances which  give  it  a  claim  on   the  Missionary  exertions  of  our 
Church.     And  while  the  Government  has  its  praise  for  what  it  has 
done  to  civilize  and  evangilize  them  ;  let  not  the  followers  of  Wes- 
ley be  grudged  the  measure  of  commendation  due  to  them,  as  the 
instruments  of  God  for  reclaiming  many  of  these  children  of  the 
woods  from  heathenism,  and  the  habits  of  brutish  intoxication,  su- 
perinduced on  them  by  the  example  or  the  avarice  of  the  settlers, 
who  have  supplanted  them,  and  for  raising  not  a  few  of  them  it  is 
hoped  to  the  high  dignity  of  the  sons  of  God.  Some  of  the  stations 
where  preachers  of  our  Church  are  sought  by  the  settlers,  border 
on  Indian  lands,  and  in  at  leust  one  of  these  stations,  the  Missiona- 
ry would  be  living  amongst  men  immersed  in  the  darkness  of  Pa- 
ganism, who  indeed,  after  their  own  way,  worship  the  Gee  at  Spi- 
rit, and  yet  reject  the  God  of  Christians, — alas  !    for  the  reason 
which  some  of  them  have  alleged,  that  the  Christians  with  whom 
they  have  long  had  intercourse,  have  done  nothing  to  recommend 
Him  to  their  choice   and  homage.     In  the  greater  number  of  the 
stations  to  which  this  Report  has  reference,  ministers  it  is  believed 
might  immediately  be  settled,  had  the  people  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing probationers  ;  and   were  they  aided  in   supporting  them,  a  few 
of  these  stations  might  be  for  a  time  made  centres  of  Missionary 
circuits,  and  the  contributions  that  might  be  raised  throughout  them, 
would  form  a  considerable   proportion   of  the   Missionary's  salary. 
But,  though  these   stations  to  the   number  of  sixteen   or  eighteen 
were  all  supplied  with  ministers,  the  wants  of  that  part  of  the  po- 
pulation who  have  a  more  special  claim  on  our  Church  for  the  mi- 
nistrations of  divine  ordinances,  and  are  actually  looking  to  us  for 
these,  would  be  far  from  being  supplied.     In  many  townships,  the 
population  is  so  thin,  that  for  a  time  at  least,  they  must  be  depen- 
dent on  the    occasional  visits  of  Missionaries  ;  and  it  is  conceived, 
that  twelve  travelling  Missionaries,   in  addition  to  all  the  ministers 
or  stationed  Missionaries  who  are  wanted,  would  be  a  very  mode- 
rat©  supply  ©f  labourers  for  such  townships :  for  let  it  be  observed 
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this  would  give   one  onlj   to  each  of  the  districts,  into   which  th« 
Province  is  divided. 

This  want  of  hihourers  will,  we  trust  excite  the  Church,  hoth 
in  this  Province  and  in  Scotland,  to  make  increased  exertions  and 
sacrifices  towards  relieving  it.  The  Government  with  the  resources 
at  its  control,  specially  set  apart  for  the  Protestant  Church,  will  not 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  withhold  from  our  Church,  addilional  means  for 
carrying  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  destitute 
of  them,  and  unable  to  provide  themselves  with  them.  But,  our 
own  exertions  to  procure  an  increase  of  spiritual  labourers  must  not 
be  suspended  on  an  increased  grant  to  the  Church  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Scanty  as  may  be  the  pecuniary  resources  of  our  people  in 
general,  and  small  as  may  be  the  stipends  which  they  raise  for  their 
ministers;  it  is  beiieved,  that  they  may  do  much  more  than  they 
have  yet  done  for  the  support  of  our  Missions.  Let  the  importance 
of  these  to  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls,  and  the  advancement  of 
the  Saviour's  Kingdom,  be  urged  upon  them  ;  and  let  stated  oppor- 
tunities for  contributions,  either  after  annual  sermons  or  through 
Missionary  associations  be  afforded  them,  and  then  doubtless,  we 
shall  have  more  of  our  people's  offerings  and  prayers  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  Missionaries,  and  more  also  of  the  blessing  of  Heaven 
to  prosper  their  work. 

The  Glasgow  Society  will,  we  hope  during  the  current  year, 
make  an  advance  on  the  exertions  they  made  in  the  year  1833,  and 
send  forth  a  band  of  preachers  more  numerous  than  that  which 
they  then  sent  forth.  And  they  ought  to  be  prepared  to  contribute 
to  their  partial  support  for  two  or  three  years.  And  the  Synods  of 
the  Church  at  home  have  only  to  imitate  the  goodly  example  which 
has  been  set  them  by  the  Synod  of  Ross,  and  respond  with  gener- 
ous emulation  to  the  challenge  addressed  to  them  by  that  Synod — 
sending  each  one  Missionary  to  the  Province,  and  contributing  for  a 
period  to  his  support,  and  then  the  present  want  of  labourers  would 
be  to  a  great  extent  supplied. 

Anticipating  that  this  Report  will  be  read  by  not  a  few  of  our 
Church  in  Scotland,  who  in  tliis  the  season  as  we  trust  of  her  re- 
vival, will  formally  propose  to  themselves  the  question  :  How  may 
we  contribute  to  the  giving  an  efficient  Gospel  ministry  to  the  Ca- 
nadas?  and  of  these,  some  whose  voice  may  be  heard  in  (he  next 
General  Assembly  ;  we  offer  another  suggestion  towards  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  Church  here,  which  such  may  improve.  Let 
there  be  sent  to  the  Canadas  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Na- 
tional Church,  a  Deputation  consisting  of  at  least  two  ministers — 
a  volunteer  Elder  would  not  be  awanting.  Let  this  Deputation  vi- 
sit our  cities  and  principal  towns,  and  some  of  our  villages.  Let 
them  traverse  some  of  the  well-settled  lines  of  the  older  townships, 
and  penetrate  the  solitudes  of  some  of  the  new  ones — and  let  them 
gather  with  the  ear  as  well  as  with  the  eye  information  regarding 
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the  present  spiritual  condition  of  the  community,  its,  wants  and  its- 
prospects.  Let  the  ministers  preach  as  often  as  practicable  ;  and 
whether  it  be  in  barns,  or  school  houses,  or  churches,  we  shall  as- 
sure them  of  thronged  and  attentive  audiences — and  through  the 
blessing  of  God,  the  ready  ears  that  hear  the  word  from  them,  may 
not  hear  in  vain.  Let  them  attend  the  Meeting  of  our  Synod,  their 
presence  will  cheer  and  their  counsels  assist  its  youthful  members. 
And  having  done  these  things  they  would  return  home  possessing  at 
least,  some  accurate  knowledge  of  the  spiritual  condition  of  our 
provincial  community,  and  a  deepened  interest  in  it ;  and  so  quali- 
fied to  convey  some  just  impressions  of  it  to  the  Church  at  large* 
AH  the  results  of  such  a  visit  of  able,  experienced  and  zealous  mi- 
nisters duly  commissioned  by  the  Mother  Church,  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate.  These  benefits  however,  might  with  all  soberness  be  ex- 
pected to  result  from  it — a  deeper  sympathy  on  the  part  of  ministers, 
preachers,  elders,  and  people  of  the  Church  at  home  with  the  spi- 
ritual necessities  of  the  population  of  these  Provinces,  and  the  wants 
of  our  Church  in  them, — a  more  vigorous  co-operation  also  on  their 
part  with  us,  in  all  our  undertakings  for  the  evangilization  of  the 
Provinces — and  a  closer  union,  on  a  proper  basis  between  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  and  our  General  Synod. 

The  present  is  confessedly  a  critical  period  in  the  history  of 
the  Upper  Province  ;  from  the  rapidity  with  which  its  wastes  are 
becoming  peopled,  and  the  character  of  those  who  are  peopling 
them.  Their  energies  physical  and  moral  are  all  matured,  and 
enterprising  as  it  may  be  admitted  they  are,  from  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  their  having  broken  asunder  all  the  ties  that  have  bound 
them  to  their  native  land,  and  braved  the  dangers  of  the  ocean  in 
coming  hither — a  powerful  impulse  is  given  them,  on  their  arriv- 
ing here. 

The  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  are  not  to  be  obtained  in 
these  regions  on  conditions  diverse  from  those,  on  which  they  are 
attainable  in  the  old  world,  but  rather  by  the  new  settler  at  least,  at 
the  cost  of  more  rugged  and  incessant  labour,  and  the  wealth — the 
accumulation  of  money  which  perchance,  he  aims  at,  is  even  of 
more  difficult  attainment.  Thus,  at  the  very  outset  of  the  career 
of  settlers,  while  there  are  the  fewest  influences  from  without  urg- 
ing them  to  the  pursuit  of  the  high  destination  of  their  being — a 
heavenly  inheritance,  they  are  beset,  with  the  strongest  temptations 
to  labour  only  for  the  fleeting  gratifications  of  earth.  And  in  this 
way,  there  is  the  utmost  danger  of  our  new  population  becoming 
irreligious,  and  eventually  vicious  and  profligate.  Let  those  then 
who  love  the  Saviour,  and  would  see  these  Provinces  subjected  to 
His  sway,  pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  forth  labourers  in- 
to His  harvest,  and  to  prosper  those  whom  he  has  sent :  and  let 
them  also  willingly  consecrate  their  substance  towards  furthering 
these  the  objects  of  their  prayers. 


13 

As  the  natural  result  of  processes  now  in  operation,  the  vast 
tracts  of  this  Province  shall  soon  he  cleared  of  the  dark  pines,  and 
barren  forest  trees  which  cover  them,  and  wave  with  the  grasses 
which  nourish  man  and  beast,  and  shall  then  be  spotted  with  villas 
and  villages,  towns  and  cities,  the  abodes  of  a  teeming  population. 
And  under  the  reign  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  whose  possession  this 
land  and  all  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  pertain,  that  popula- 
tion shall  some  time  or  other,  as  we  may  be  sure  from  the  Prophe- 
tic Record,  become  his  willing  subjects,  and  yield  to  God  the  ho- 
mage and  obedience  of  those  who  have  experienced  His  redeeming 
power,  and  known  His  glorious  character.  But  whether  this  the 
noblest  increase  which  earth  can  yield  to  God,  shall  keep  pace 
with  the  increase  which  the  soil  is  to  yield  to  man,  or,  whether 
this  youthful  community  has  some  new  course  of  ungodliness  and 
crime  to  run,  to  the  dishonour  of  God,  and  the  perdition  of  multi- 
tudes throughout  many  generations,  must  depend  to  some  at  least 
on  the  ministers,  the  preachers,  the  elders,  and  members  of  the 
•Church  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  ministers,  missionaries,  elders, 
and  members  of  the  Branch  of  that  Church  already  planted  here. 
Our  prayers  and  sacrifices  in  propagatirg  the  Gospel  shall  under 
the  Divine  blessing  be  abundantly  successful,  while  indifference  or 
sloth,  the  want  of  love  and  concord,  yea,  even  procrastination  in 
doing  the  work  of  the  Saviour  shall  in  such  a  crisis  as  the  present, 
prove  treachery  to  Him,  and  issue  in  the  ruin  of  multitudes  of  souls. 
In  any  mere  formal  discharge  of  private  or  official  duty,  we  may 
perhaps  seem  as  though  we  were  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  were  ac- 
tually conflicting  with  the  spiritual  wickednesses  that  lord  it  over  the 
world ;  while  yet,  it  shall  in  the  end  be  found,  that  we  have  been 
slumbering  at  our  posts,  preventing  other  more  worthy  servants  of 
our  Master  from  occupying  them,  and  allowing  the  God  of  this 
world  to  extend  and  establish  his  deadly  reign  of  error  and  sin 
over  the  souls  of  our  fe^owmen. 
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